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for war preparation.   Hermann Goring was only one
among them.

Once when he visited his parents in Bavaria during
the holidays, he refused to go back to this prison. But
then his father died. And as the young man had no
prospects in any other field and had no solid school
education, the soldier's tunic offered the best career
for the ambitious twenty-year-old. Moreover the
Balkan War held out the promise of fresh conflicts in
Europe. War might break out any day, and this would
indeed bring great prospects for the young cadets :
then the officers of twenty-one years would be given
command over fathers of families forty and fifty years
old. Officers were indispensable in war. The young
Goring looked forward to a splendid future.

The cadet, however, from December 1913, when his
father died, till August 1914, had still to submit to the
deadly drill. It was not till then that he got the great
chance of his life.

Goring, twenty-one years old, who had been bred
to war, hailed this gladly. Now in 1914 his thoughts
lay the same way as they were to do when he was
forty : * The sword was thrust into Germany's hand,
threatened on all sides. The German people, guiltless
of the outbreak of this vast war, had to rise in defence
of its freedom, its honour, and its existence.'

True, the German people was guiltless of the war,
but not so the German military party or the Hohen-
zollerns, not so Prussianism,

^ In the grip of the war obsession millions of men went
singing to the front. Hundreds of thousands hoped
that the war should give their lives a meaning, all
those who up to now had not found an assured exist-